
CALIFOHNIA HEGIONAL \'1ATEH QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FnANCISCO BAY HEGION

ORDER NO. 79-24

NPDES NO. CA0037737

vlASTE DISCHAHGE REQUIRm'lENTS FOR,

NOHTH SAN MATEO COUNTY SANITATION DISTHICT
SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Wator Quality Control Board" San Francisco Bay Reqion v

(hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

1. The North San Mateo County Sanitation District (hereinafter cal.led
discharger), by application dated August 31, 1978, has applied for
renewal of waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge
Hastes under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.

2. The discharger presently discharges an annual average of 5.4 million
gallons per day (rnqd ) of treated municipal vlastevlater containing
pollutants into the Pacific Ocean a water of the United States.
The discharger has completod expansion and upgradinq of the primary
treatment facilities to secondary" Design capacity is 8~O mgdG
Discharge occurs as described beloH'

a" Treated wastewater is discharged to an open scozm channel just,
before it goos underground through the Vista Grande 'J~unn(~l"

There it combines with any storm water present and is discharged
throu9h a 33-inch ocean outfall which is 28700 feet offshore
from the end of the Vista Grande Tunnel str'ucturo on Ocean
Beach p San Francisco County 0 vllienever the hydraul.ic capacity
of the outfall and the Vista Grande Tunnel is excceded p

trea.ted wast.ewat.c r .is discharqed via a rocent.ly cons t.ruct.ed
force main di.rect.ly t-o the out.fall [I and s cozm \"at(~r ovorfLows
the discharge system"

b , Appr.oximately 10-20 times per year during wet; vmather p the
hydrau.Li.c capacity of ·the vist.a Grande 'runnol is exceeded
and s t.oxm \>lator overf'Lows the open channel and floods .Johri
Ivluir Drive" Usually when this occurs the excess f Lows
reenter the channel whon the rain r-ecodes <> AJ?proximately
txco times I)(;:r year the f'Loodi.nq is high Gtlol](Jh to overfLow
into T..Iake Merced.,

Co Occasionally storm wat.or is d.ischa:cgod throuqh the tide qat:es
at t.he end of Vista Grande Tunnel and overf'Lows ac ross the
ocean beach" Such discharge occurs only Vlhen tho hydraulic
capacit.y of the outfall is exceeded"
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